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Perfect for beginners: Rieju MRT Trophy Supermotard
Two-stroke fun on a 50cc off-roader.
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The Rieju MRT Trophy Supermotard
may be a 50cc moped but its seat
height of 870mm gives it a lofty
appearance and the 17in wheels add
to the big bike looks.
There are three bikes in the MRT
50 stable: the Supermotard, the Pro
Supermotard, and the one we tested,
the Trophy Supermotard. They all
share the same engine and frame.
The real difference is in the brakes
and suspension.
Our test bike had inverted 41mm
forks and an adjustable mono-shock
absorber at the rear, which offered a
smooth ride. There's a 300mm disc
brake at the front and a 220mm disc
at the rear. We found that they were
more than adequate.
The Trophy Supermotard is powered
by a Yamaha Minarelli 50cc liquidcooled motor, made in Spain near
Barcelona. The power is delivered
through a six-speed gearbox and
chain drive.
Riding comfort on this tall bike was
good. Because of its height there’s lots

At a glance, it would
be easy to mistake
this for a bigger
bike. The white, red
and black colour
scheme works well
and gives the bike a
real racer look.

Seat height is
considerable
at 870mm. It
makes the bike
feel bigger than
the displacement
suggests and helps
make it comfortable
even for larger
riders.

At 85kg this is
a nice and light
bike, and it’s easy
to manoeuvre
around.

The long suspension
travel makes this bike
very comfortable to
ride and it soaks up
bumps on the road
quite pleasantly.

of leg space and you can see over the
tops of cars on busy city streets. The
seat is on the hard side, but perfectly
acceptable to most riders.
The MRT Trophy Supermotard
comes with a two-year parts and
labour warranty, which shows that
Rieju are pretty confident with the
build quality. There are 60 Rieju
dealers in the UK and you can even
use an online customiser (www.rieju.
es/mrt-configurator) to make sure the
bike is right for you from the start.

TECH SPEC
Rieju MRT Trophy
Supermotard
Engine: Minarelli 50cc, two-stroke
Suspension: (F) inverted 41mm fork, (R)
adjustable mono-shock
Brakes: (F) 300mm wavy disc, (R) 220mm
wavy disc
Weight: 85kg (dry)
Seat height: 870mm
Price: £2,899
Contact: riejumoto.co.uk // 01522 589121 //
Rieju.uk@riejumoto.com
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The 17in spoked
wheels add to
the big bike looks
of the MRT. The
rims are bright
red, adding style
to the bike.

There’s something really
cool about kick-start
bikes. It’s easy to use
once you get the hang
of it (and remember to
open the fuel tap and
use the choke).

Yamaha Minarelli 50cc,
two-stroke, liquidcooled engine provided
a top speed of 30mph
on our restricted test
bike, which is just about
right for city riding.

Both front and back
brakes are equipped with
Galfer discs. The front
disc is 300mm and the
rear is 220mm. There’s
plenty of power to bring
this bike to a stop.

Helmet myths busted – seven facts about helmets that every rider needs to know
With helmets being such an
essential piece of kit for bikers,
it’s hardly a surprise that there
are lots of views on what is or
isn’t good for your lid. A lot of
these stories are little more
than old wives’ tales, but it
can be difficult to separate
the truth from the myths. Well,
it was for us anyway, so we
talked to a helmet expert Mark
Eilledge from Shark helmets to
get to the crux of the matter.
Here’s what he told us:
MYTH: I dropped my helmet on
the floor when I was carrying it,
my mate says it’s okay to keep
using it – is it?
FACT: We’d always suggest that
you err on the side of caution
and never risk it. There’s no set

formula as to whether the helmet
will be fine or not, so I’d suggest
taking it back to your local dealer,
where you bought it, and ask
them to have an initial look at
it. If you want, and if the dealer
suggests, you can send it to the
manufacturer for an inspection.
This is a service that we offer
here at Shark.
MYTH: My friend told me that
sticking stickers on your helmet
damages it.
FACT: This is a myth that dates
back to when polycarbonateinjected shells came out. Back
then, sticking on stickers,
applying paints and other
solvents could damage the
shell and components and
compromise the safety of the
helmet. Nowadays, shells will
have a UV protective clear coat
of lacquer on them which won’t
be affected by a sticker. I’d
suggest that you read the
manual for your exact helmet
to double check and if in doubt,
ask in your dealership.
MYTH: I was told that having an
internal sun visor makes a helmet
less protective.
FACT: That’s the simple answer.
So long as the helmet was
designed from the drawing board

to incorporate a sun visor, then
the helmet can be designed to be
just as protective with an internal
sun visor.
MYTH: I heard that helmets
are only good for about five
years – surely that’s only so
the helmet manufacturers can
sell more of them?
FACT: Industry standards and
manufacturer guidelines advise
you to replace the helmet after
five years. Many people think
that it’s the damage to the
outside that means you’ll need
a new helmet, when actually
it’s the acid and bacteria on
the inside. The lining absorbs
the acid and bacteria from
your sweat and makes the
polystyrene go harder and
harder, which as a consequence
means it can’t absorb the
energy in the event of a crash.
So the advice is, five years
maximum – if you keep the
liners clean, washed and in
good condition.
MYTH: Mounting a camera or
a communications system on a
helmet makes it less safe.
FACT: There’s no definite answer
to this. We’d suggest that no
modifications are made to a
helmet so that it works as it is

designed to. Helmet cameras
and communication systems are
popular additions to helmets,
and can add to the riding
experience. There’s been a lot
of debate about whether they
have a negative effect on safety
with research by the Transport
Research Laboratory and the
BBC revealing that helmetmounted cameras may not be
as dangerous to the wearer as
previously feared.
The tests were carried out on
a range of helmets intended
for climbing so testing would
need to be done specifically on
motorcycle helmets with a range
of cameras and mounting points
to get a true reflection.
MYTH: I crashed in my helmet
but there’s not even a scratch
on it, so I guess I’m okay to
keep using it.
FACT: It’s possible for no
damage to be visible on the
outside shell of the helmet,
but for the inside to be
damaged, meaning that the
helmet should be replaced.
This sometimes happens
when a rider has fallen off onto
a ‘soft’ surface such as a grass
verge. We’d recommend asking
your local dealer to inspect the
helmet for internal damage.

Mark Eilledge, Shark helmets.
MYTH: The helmet that I had
when I was younger was a
medium, so surely I can just
keep using the same size, in
all brands.
FACT: All helmets are different
– and even models within
one brand can be different in
sizing and also have a different
fit. Nothing beats going into
dealership and trying on different
styles to see which one fits you
the best. An ill-fitting helmet can
put you off while riding and also
not keep you as protected as a
well-fitting one.

